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Faith Communities and Death Literacy

A thirdmessenger and the Cathedral of All Souls offering



“We die. That may be the meaning of life. But we do language. That 
may be the measure of our lives.” Toni Morrison 

The features of Death Literacy 

The act of end-of-life (EOL) caregiving provides a deeply personal 
connection to death and dying and is a catalyst to developing death 
literacy, a new movement that embraces whole living and whole dying.  
In keeping with new public health approaches death literacy draws on 
a community development framework which suggests if a community 
is to develop its capacity to support the caring of those at EOL  and a 
means of educating families to EOL options, a deeper kind of 
knowledge and experience, a sense of empowerment and supportive 
social structures will alter the current EOL experience as a spiritual 
encounter in everyday life, a whole life or holy life.These aspects are 
reflected in four features of death literacy–knowledge, skills, experiential 
learning, and social action. A fifth feature specific to faith communities 
is the inner calling of spirit, of prayer, contemplation, service and 
answering the call. 

ANSWERING THE CALL 

Answering the call can be identified within the death literacy 
movement as the wayless way which is neither given nor wholly 
contained , by culture or religion. This way less way an embodied path 
within  death literacy leads one to welcome the depths of being , a kind 
of "inter-being" the depths of dying wholly, completely, in vulnerability 
and surrender — the transformation of love the transformation in our 
soul. To be grateful for this call, for the preciousness of this life, for 
traveling this path in the yearning for the beloved  for the mystery that 
can never be contained is the Wayless way , that is following of the call, 
that’s saying yes. 
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One can consider these death literacy sessions as a kind of "theology of 
intimacy helping us in evaluating our religions in our lives through a 
different lens. Subverting the tendency to claim absolute and final 
truths, we recognize the truth is tested in daily existence, when the self 
melts. Bringing us into deep association with creation, tears down the 
walls of segregation and exclusion, opens our hearts to the mysterious 
patterning of EOL, and teaches us not to turn away from suffering and 
pain. There is no salvation for one without salvation for all. Again thus 
whole living and whole dying". a remix from The Monk Within Beverly Lanzetta 

DEATH LITERACY is action oriented and defined in a dual setting as a 
set of knowledge and skills that make it possible to gain access to 
understand and act upon EOL planning and death care options. People 
and communities with high levels of death literacy have context-
specific knowledge about the death system and the ability to put that 
knowledge into practice. 

 Our purpose in these sessions is to apply both the functional and the 
inner to explore the concept of death literacy. Our aim is to introduce 
new conversations for our faith communities and thinking into public 
health approaches to palliative care, offer practice development 
pathways in this arena and propose that death literacy offers a useful 
conceptual framework for both describing and understanding the 
outcomes of a spiritual EOL approach to palliative care, family 
education and faith ministry ( death education and  community 
development). 

Our desire and preference to deepen our collective mission regarding 
EOL is in the grassroots/folkway / faith based tradition of:  

To support and recognize the individual needs of the dying person 
and ensure they feel loved and supported 
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To work as non-medical holistic companions who guide and support 
a dying person in order to facilitate a gentle and tranquil death. 

To create and hold a sacred and healing space for the dying person 
(whether in a hospital, a hospice or at home) 

To respect and honor a dying person’s religious/spiritual or atheist/
agnostic beliefs and practices. 

To listen, and ensure compassionate care at all times. 

To keep a loving vigil. 

To work holistically with the spirit and soul of our friends at all levels 
and stages of transition. 

 

To support families and their loved ones, giving loving care with a 
human touch To provide comfort, continuous support and 
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reassurance in helping a dying person to experience the death he or 
she wants. 

An Interplay 

With the interplay between the Death Literacy Movement and the birth 
of a supportive skills workshop namely Planning Ahead, All Souls is 
hosting small (20) , intimate, and informative group sessions to engage 
congregants in the critical discussions simply referred to as the 
conversation and the The Planning Ahead Living and Dying Sessions. 
And to deepen in what Thich Nhat Hanh calls one's "interbeing". 

Our upcoming planning sessions are designed to address these issues 
and to assist in bringing forward new skills and deeper levels of 
engagement.  

Facilitators: Conscious Dying Institute Death Doula retreat guide and 
EOL activist Jose' Saïd Osio, Tris Rux RN , Conscious Dying Institute 
Death Doula and trainer, Carolyn Wallace Legacy Writer facilitator, and 
Meredith Springs Funeral Director. 
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visit thirdmessenger.com 
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http://thirdmessenger.com

